
NEWTON HARRISON
ON THE DEEP WEALTH 
OF THIS NATION, SCOTLAND

March 9th at the Barn, Banchory @ 7.00pm 
Live streamed from California, a short film presenting an 
ecological vision for Scotland followed by discussion 

March 14th in Edinburgh
SEPA/Environment Agency/CIWEM conference on natural 
flood management - delegates only

September 14th - 16th at the Barn, Banchory
Exhibition and Round Table

September (date tbc) at 
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh
Presentation and Discussion

“Scotland is uniquely placed among 
industrialised nations to lead on the carbon 
issue: low population, access to land, clean air, 
water and forests for intense carbon 
sequestration, substantial scientific research 
and supportive communities of interest 
prepared to undertake action”  

Newton Harrison, Feb 2018

“We are honoured to host this event bringing together 
Newton Harrison and the team from the Center for the 
Study of the Force Majeure with Scotland's communities. 
This is an exciting opportunity for us to contribute robustly 
and creatively to a low carbon future for Scotland.” 
Lorraine Grant, Director of the Barn 

For more information, see: 
https://www.thebarnarts.co.uk/learning/arts-ecology
Or contact: 
The Barn
Burn o’ Bennie, Banchory AB31 5QA
director@thebarnarts.co.uk
01330 826520 (General Enquiries) 

www.thebarnarts.co.uk 

Logos: the Barn, CFM, Creative Scotland, James Hutton, 
SEFARI



The Deep Wealth of This Nation, Scotland is an original vision to 
see how one small country can mobilise as a nation to be the 
first industrialised country to move past the carbon cycle and 
become the first nation to give more to the global environment, 
which the Harrisons call the Life Web, than it consumes. 

This vision, which takes form as a poem, transcends political and 
social boundaries and encourages the possibility of collective 
action at all levels in society. 

Helen and Newton Harrison are internationally acclaimed artists 
and pioneers in the ecological art movement 
(http://theharrisonstudio.net/). Across five decades they have 
been invited as artists by governments and national and regional 
organisations across the world to address ecological issues and 
planetary warming in specific places and communities. They have 
e�ectively led new forms of thinking and action on the ground in 
California, the Netherlands, Germany, England as well as Tibet. 
Their work as artists is consistently informed by current 
scientific research. 

“Scotland is uniquely placed among 
industrialised nations to lead on the carbon 
issue: low population, access to land, clean air, 
water and forests for intense carbon 
sequestration, substantial scientific research 
and supportive communities of interest 
prepared to undertake action”  

Newton Harrison, Feb 2018

The Deep Wealth of this Nation, Scotland is a collaboration 
between the Center for the Study of the Force Majeure (CFM) 
in California and the Barn in Aberdeenshire, along with the 
James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen. 

The Center for the Study of the Force Majeure (CFM) is founded 
by the Harrisons to build on their work through a hybrid model, 
operating between the arts and the sciences, from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
(http://www.centerforforcemajeure.org/). 

The Barn is Aberdeenshire’s largest rural multi-arts centre and 
has, over the past two decades, developed a special interest in 
art and ecology (https://www.thebarnarts.co.uk/). It currently 
supports the largest community allotment development in 
Scotland, a wild garden and a yet-to-be developed walled 
garden, building biodiversity and supporting programmes of 
work that address environmental issues. The wider site is shared 
with an independent slow food café, Buchanan’s Bistro, who 
share the same interests in ecology and green principles. From 
2013-17 John Newling, a renowned artist and pioneer of public 
art with a social purpose, played a pivotal role during his tenure 
as Barn Associate Artist-in-Residence, developing aspects of the 
Barn’s ecological work.

The James Hutton Institute is a well-respected and globally 
recognised research organisation delivering fundamental and 
applied science to drive the sustainable use of land and natural 
resources (http://www.hutton.ac.uk/). It is also part of SEFARI, 
the collective of six world-leading Scottish Research Institutes 
working on Environment, Food, Agriculture, Land Use, Rural 
Economy, Communities, Animal and Plant Disease, Biodiversity, 
Nutrition and more (https://sefari.scot/).

“We are honoured to host this event bringing together 
Newton Harrison and the team from the Center for the 
Study of the Force Majeure with Scotland's communities. 
This is an exciting opportunity for us to contribute robustly 
and creatively to a low carbon future for Scotland.” 
Lorraine Grant, Director of the Barn 
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